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Monitoring Report - Ends Policy  
E-3, Personal Skill Development  
  
BOARD POLICY EXPECTATION  
The Board expects each student to develop the personal skills to be a confident and self-reliant 

learner in a complex and rapidly changing world. 
  
CERTIFICATION  
I hereby present my monitoring report on Ends Policy E-3 “Personal Skill Development” in 

accordance with the monitoring schedule set forth in board policy. I certify that the information 

contained in this report is true as of October 20th, 2016.  
               Dave Holmes, Superintendent  
  
SUPERINTENDENT’S INTERPRETATION OF POLICY  
I interpret Personal Skill Development to mean the board expects each student to graduate with the 

personal skills and knowledge that will support their effort for effective life-long learning.  This will 

be met by students having access to a wide range of experiences and opportunities that will provide 

the necessary learning opportunities for each of the following seven areas.  As a measure of student 

success in accomplishing these Ends expectations, objective data (survey’s, awards, participation 

data, etc.), anecdotal descriptions as well as direct observations will be used to demonstrate effort 

towards and accomplishment of Ends-3 expectations.  Each of the following areas provides a short 

narrative reflective of work from across the district to meet these expectations.  
 
REPORT  
There are seven specific areas described in this policy.  The following will address each specific 

area of Ends-3 as best as possible. Even though we can and will do better than what we are 

currently achieving, I believe at this time the district is meeting the intent of all the expectations of 

this policy. 
 
1. Integrate current technology as part of their learning efforts. IN COMPLIANCE  

In our district, we focus collectively on technology integration and personal skills across all 

stakeholders rather than simply a student endeavor.  This is clearly seen in our collective efforts 

to integrate current technology into our learning efforts. 
 
Our integration of technology has been focused on a number of areas already this school year.  

We have placed an order for two more Chromebook carts (60 devices) to continue the expansion 

at the middle school level.  We are transferring the iPads to the K-3 level, where they are more 

effectively used.  Teachers have been changing their web pages to Google Classroom regularly 

as they attend trainings and get assistance from Ms. Holmes, Mr. Johnson and Mr. Westerberg.  

The administrative team has converted from iPads to Chromebooks and uses Google Docs 
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exclusively for communication and sharing of ideas, projects and working documents.  The high 

school has reconstructed Navigation 101 into “High School and Beyond” and all of the student 

work, teacher and student communication and collection of all projects is being done 

electronically, again using Google products. 
 

2. Incorporate perspectives from other cultures in a manner that allows deep exploration of 

global and economic issues. IN COMPLIANCE 
The foundation of our social studies offerings continues to be awareness of social, cultural and 

economic issues and differences.  I would offer as evidence an observation that I had just this 

week of an AP government class.  The class was divided into teams of 3-5 students playing the 

role of plaintiffs, judges and defendants.  This class was arguing centralized government versus 

dispersed power as it relates to the constitution.  They began with the historical concept of 

federalists versus anti-federalists and then migrated to a conversation around our current 

situation.  This conversation included the Supreme Court, the presidential election, the current 

economy and national debt among other items.  There are many more examples that I see daily 

walking into classrooms particularly in grades 6-12.  Our Women’s Studies and Current World 

Problem classes at the high school are great examples of learning environments that focus 

almost exclusively on culture and global and economic issues. 
 

3. Experience personal pursuits such as music, art, drama, sports and/or service 
learning. IN COMPLIANCE 

 
Our athletic, music, drama, art and service learning components continue to be a strong point of 

the La Center School District.   
 
Our numbers in athletics this fall, 6-12 are at record levels.  We continue to make huge strides in 

focusing student’s experiences in athletics toward life-long learning experiences and not just 

winning and losing.  Here are two documents that give examples at the high school level that 

show the impact programs are having on students beyond the playing field.  The first is a 

document created by a volleyball team member that exemplifies a number of attributes 

including leadership, teamwork, and goal setting.  LaCenterWildcatVolleyball2016  
The second document is a compilation which includes reports from three coaches, two HS and 

one MS that give testimony and evidence of the impact we are making on student’s lives beyond 

the playing field in athletics.  Athletic program evidence.  
 

We continue to help meet the service expectation by building a broader service experience for 

our middle school and high school students.  The LEOS club (Leadership, Education, 

Opportunity, Service), which is the youth program as part of Lions International, has been a 

group that was formed in the middle school two years ago.  It has now grown to more than 30 

students. They have taken on many different projects such as food drives, building a garden in 

http://www.lacenterschools.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/LaCenterWildcatVolleyball2016.pdf
http://www.lacenterschools.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/Athletic-Program-Evidence.pdf
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the empty courtyard at the middle school and creating cards, placemats and decorations for our 

weekly senior citizen meals at the community center.  The students are very dedicated and are 

taking full advantage of the opportunity to serve others through this new program.  Our high 

school club has now taken root and is growing as well. 
 
Music continues to be a major focus of experiences for students across the district.  We just 

started an instrumental strings program.  This program will be for 5-12th grade and meets 

Tuesdays and Thursdays in the high school band room.  We have a certificated teacher and 

community member who provides instruction with volunteer community support from Ms. 

Terresa Holmes and Rhonda Slinkard, our MS choir instructor.  We had 25 students sign up at 

the first meeting.  We will be offering HS credit to 8th grade and above for this activity. 
 
We continue to have a very strong arts and drama department with classes busting at the seams! 

 
4. Gain a financial awareness and understand the importance of personal fiscal responsibility.  

IN COMPLIANCE with improvement a focus. 
Students at the high school continue to have the option to take one of three classes on personal 

finance.  These classes are offered in the afternoon to minimize the number of conflicts in 

student schedules (i.e. Skills Center).  We partnered with La Center United last year to offer 

afterschool programs for students who wanted a hands-on practical experience in personal 

finance and budgeting.  While this is an area of great importance to student success after high 

school and students continually ask for these opportunities, we have had limited luck getting 

large numbers of participants when we’ve tried to expand our offerings in the HS schedule.  
 
5. Participate in school and non-school community service activities that model selfless 

citizenship.  IN COMPLIANCE 
Students have opportunities for many different forms of community service activities available 

to them.  Some opportunities are planned and some are thrust upon us.  Examples of planned 

opportunities are when students volunteer for events within the community such as various 

fundraisers for those who need assistance (i.e. Dorenbecher, food drives, backpack program, 

annual Christmas tree sharing, etc.).  These opportunities are generally organized and ran by 

student organizations or groups such as ASB, National Honor Society or Leos. 
 
Examples of unplanned activities where students selflessly step up to help others is observed in 

cases of a student death and the impact that occurs. It is unfortunate that in the past few years 

we have had several students pass away due to various reasons (i.e. car accident, significant 

health issue, etc.).  Each time we have had the need to face these life-impacting events, our 

students have stepped up to support each other, family members, staff and community members.  

Many of these opportunities are organic in their origination which provides even more evidence 

that we are successful in creating this attribute in our students. 
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6. Connect how health, nutrition and physical fitness are essential to their efforts of life-long 

learning and to thrive personally.  IN COMPLIANCE 

 
Certainly one type of experience would be through our athletic programs, where experts on 

nutrition and fitness beyond the sport and our coaches have continued to provide students with 

knowledge on health, nutrition and fitness.  Staff have also customized opportunities for 

students to learn in this area through support groups such as Alateen, which is a group designed 

to help students whose lives have been impacted by alcoholism in their families or group 

activities for students who wrestle with crisis (i.e. death, divorce, drug use, etc.).   
 
Our challenge course, 6th grade Cispus experience and now the development of a climbing 

tower (student created) show unique ways that LCSD provides and encourages students on 

health, nutrition and physical fitness.  All of these small pieces fit together to provide an overall 

program for all students. Additional unique examples of how experiences are being developed 

to help students get more active is the addition of bicycles to our 5th-8th grade PE programs. 

This and other opportunities are ways we assist our students in learning personal fitness is a way 

of life that can go way beyond a one-time experience.  As of this year, we have begun to require 

all 9th grade students take health and PE. 
 
7. Create appropriate learning support networks in a variety of settings.  IN COMPLIANCE 

We have continued to provide increased counseling support for our students K-12.  Just this 

year we added a drug and alcohol counselor at the high school.  This will provide additional 

support to our Alateen programs at the MS and HS.  We offer tutoring after school for athletes. 

We continue to offer our zero hour college and career readiness class at the high school which 

lets seniors prepare for life after graduation.  We continue to support the Phoenix program.  We 

offer a focus class just for freshman and sophomores that need additional support in the regular 

schedule to be successful.  We continue to provide alternative learning environments in the 

home school academy and in LINX for students that need a different type of support out of the 

mainstream to be successful. 


