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LA CENTER SCHOOLS…..IN THE NEWS!
The La Center School District has enjoyed some media attention over the past 
few months in the form of taking the lead in some areas (graduation requirements; 
transparency) as well as simply letting people know what a special place this really is!  
Here are just a few things we are proud of:

•	 In September of this year, the Columbian carried an article titled “La Center 
‘ahead of curve’ on graduation reform.”  This article is referring to the months 
of work done by the District Leadership Team to answer the call of our students 
and parents for higher academic expectations.  We were already working on 
our “Pathways to the Future” plan when the State Board of Education began 
work on developing the guidelines for CORE-24.  Our District is committed to 
helping students have a meaningful high school experience that supports their 

UPCOMING EVENTS
Jan. 6		  Levy Committee Mtg - 7 p.m.
Jan. 12		  Board of Directors Wkshp - 7 p.m.
Jan. 13		  Levy Committee Mtg - 7 p.m.
Jan. 20		  Levy Committee Mtg - 7 p.m.
Jan. 21-23	 HS Drama Production - 7:30 p.m.
Jan. 22		  K-8 Early Release - 11:30 a.m.
Jan. 26		  Board of Directors Mtg - 7 p.m.
Jan. 27		  Levy Committee Mtg - 7 p.m.
Jan. 29		  Teacher Workday - No School
Feb. 4		  HS Music Concert - 7 p.m.
Feb. 9		  Board of Directors Student Linkage-8 a.m-Noon
Feb. 9		  Board of Directors Wkshp - 1-2:30 p.m.
Feb. 9		  Voting Day
Feb. 12		  K-8 Early Release - 11:30 a.m.
Feb. 23		  Board of Directors Mtg - 7 p.m.
March 8-11	 K-8 Early Release/Parent-Teacher Conferences
March 9		 Board of Directors Wkshp - 7 p.m
March 12	 K-12 Early Release
March 16	 MS Festival Concert - 7 p.m.
March 23	 Board of Directors Mtg - 7 p.m.
March 25	 1st Grade Concert - 7 p.m.
March 29-April 2 Spring Break

goals for the future, whether those goals include college, trade-school/apprenticeship, the military, or on-the-job training.  It was a 
natural progression to incorporate CORE-24 alignment into our plan.  Dr. Mansell did a study of the transcripts of 2008 La Center 
graduates to find out just how far away our students were from meeting CORE-24.  What he found was “very, very enlightening.”  
While La Center already required 23 credits to graduate, they were not the same credits the state board had put into its new 
guidelines.  CORE-24 calls for more math, more science, and two years of a world language, among other requirements.  Once 
La Center Leadership knew what needed to happen, they came up with a plan, moved some money and people around and made 
it happen.  Earlier this year, the State Legislature adopted CORE-24 as part of its education reform bill.  In La Center, Dr. Mansell 
says the real goal of the new diploma is to help kids think about what they want to do with their life and then get the education they 
need to make their dream happen.  “This was the right thing to do for our kids.”

•	 In September of this year we were notified by the Evergreen Freedom Foundation (Transparency in Government Project) that we 
had made the School District Transparency Honor Roll because of our commitment to open government and accountability.  We 
were told that our district is one of the few districts statewide that posts its budget and warrants online.  We are very proud of our 
efforts to make all pertinent information available to our community via our website www.lacenterschools.org.  It is our belief that 
as owners of the school district it is the right of our stakeholders to know what kind of stewardship we are providing of those assets 
entrusted to us.  We encourage anyone who cannot find something they are looking for on our website to give us a call.  We will do 
what we can to rectify the situation.

•	 It is no secret to anyone who knows our high school Art & Drama Teacher, Don Lands-McCullough that he is not one to be 
intimidated by the unknown.  As a shining example of a “Life-long Learner” Don has fearlessly gone (with great success) where 
others may fear to tread.  When students at La Center High School expressed a desire to learn fashion design a year ago, Don did 
not let a lack of equipment, resources and know-how stand in the way.  He took classes over the summer, wrote grants for sewing 
machines, enlisted his Art training to design and make dress forms and scheduled a “Tea” for students to show off their first efforts!  
The classes were an instant hit and unique in our area.  Trusting to the atmosphere of respect for persons and property that staff 
works tirelessly to foster, that same fearlessness led Don to fill the high school with art work over the past few years.    And, this 
past summer to take another class; this time in video production.  Finally, with a desire to ‘test’ the waters of social networking that 
our students are so immersed in, Don tried out his new skills by videoing the high school art work and loading it on YouTube.   It is 
a great success locally with 538 views at this writing. (To see this video visit www.lacenterschools.org/hs/hshome.html and click on 
“It’s Art at La Center High School” )Now, the same video has gone to the “big time”!  AnnRene Joseph, Program Supervisor, The 
Arts, OSPI has picked up the video and had it published on the OSPI Arts Resources link.  Her ‘promo’ of the video states “This 
seven minute tour of the spectacular artwork in this unique school showcases the Arts as core, essential and basic

	 subject areas.”  Way to go, Wildcats!	 							       Continue on page 2

Did you know?
According to former Secretary of Education Richard Ri-
ley, the top 10 jobs that will be in demand in 2010 didn’t 

exist in 2004.

Did you know?
The amount of new technical information is doubling every 2 

years. That means for students starting a 4 year technical school or 
college program, half of what they learn in their first year of study 

will be outdated by their third year of study.

La Center Community Education
Staci Firl - 263-2015

Getting to know our 
Board Members.....

John Parsons

We are pleased to introduce to you our newest member of the Board 
of Directors, John Parsons. Mr. Parsons and his wife have four chil-
dren, the youngest of which is in the ninth grade and they have been 
a member of the La Center community for a number of years. He is a 
Natural Resource Manager (Fire Management Officer) for the USDA 
Forest Service. Mr. Parsons is quoted as saying “I truly enjoy people, 
fostering creative team relationships and highly value the ongoing 
work to assess and improve the quality of La Center schools.”

Did you know?
It is estimated that 1.5 exabytes (1.5 x 1018) of unique new infor-
mation will be generated worldwide this year.... that’s estimated 

to be more than in the previous 5,000 years.

Did you know?
Forty-Seven million laptops were shipped worldwide last year. 

The $100 laptop project is expecting to ship between 50 and 100 
million laptops a year to children in under-developed countries.
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LA CENTER SCHOOL DISTRICT WILL RUN A TWO-PART LEVY…..
Which means what??
Stakeholders are often confused by school district requests for voter approval of levies.  We get many questions about how education is 
funded and while that answer could fill a book we will try here to give the “short answer” in as easy to understand a way as possible.  So….
here we go!

•	 La Center School District receives approximately 85% of its yearly budget from the State and/or Federal government.
•	 Approximately 15% of our yearly budget is provided by locally voted levy dollars.
•	 Local levy dollars are for a voter approved amount to be collected for a voter approved number of years…..generally 2, 3 or 4 

years.  The last local levy approved by voters was for 4 years and is expiring in the fall of 2010.
•	 Local levies are generally for maintenance and operations of a school district, but may be approved for specific needs such as 

transportation or technology.
•	 On February 9th, 2010 La Center School District will ask voters to approve a maintenance and operations levy (Proposition A) for 3 

years to replace the 4 year levy expiring in the fall of 2010.  
•	 The amount of money requested in this replacement levy is the same as the amount to be collected in 2010, 
	 adjusted by 5% (per year) for inflation and enrollment increases. 
•	 In addition, the La Center School District will ask voters to approve a technology levy (Proposition B) of $250,000 for each of 3 

years to provide funds necessary to move the district forward in its goal of providing learning environments suitable for creating 
21st century learners.

•	 Proposition A must pass for Proposition B to be valid.

What are Maintenance and Operations levy funds used for?
•	 As already stated, the levy fills the gap between what state and federal governments provide and local patrons expect.  Examples 

of where levy funds provide additional support include curriculum material adoptions, staff development, transportation services, 
utility costs, maintenance of school facilities, etc.

•	 These local funds also completely support activities that have no state or federal support such as co-curricular and extra-curricular 
activities (i.e. class field trips, knowledge bowl, drama, and all sports teams).

•	 With current state and federal funding cuts and the uncertainty of future state and federal funds, coupled with ever increasing costs, 
these local levy dollars are even more critical to maintaining the status quo.

Why is the levy in two parts?
•	 The La Center School District recognizes that we are in tough economic times.  The dollars provided by the Maintenance and 

	 Operations levy represents approximately 15% of our total operating budget.  Part A dollars are needed to continue school staffing 
and programs at their current levels.

•	 At the same time, we recognize that the world our children will live and work in is vastly different than their parent’s world.  
Additional dollars earmarked specifically for technology (Part B) would enable the District to create the types of learning 
environments students need to prepare them for a 21st century job market.

When is the vote? 
•	 February 9th, 2010 via mail-in ballots.

How much is being requested?
•	 Proposition A –

2011 for $2,315,250.00 at a rate of $2.83 per thousand of assessed property value.
2012 for $2,431,012.50 at a rate of $2.90 per thousand of assessed property value.
2013 for $2,552,563.13 at a rate of $2.97 per thousand of assessed property value.

•	 Proposition B –
2011 for $250,000 at a rate of $0.31 per thousand of assessed property value.
2012 for $250,000 at a rate of $0.30 per thousand of assessed property value.
2013 for $250,000 at a rate of $0.29 per thousand of assessed property value.

If approved, when will this replacement maintenance and operations levy, and technology levy begin?
•	 Collection would begin in the spring of 2011 and run through the fall of 2013.

Can senior citizens on limited budgets get exemptions?
•	 Yes.  Contact the Clark County Assessor’s office at 397-2391 to see if you qualify.

Where can I get more information on the upcoming levy votes?
•	 Visit the school district website at www.lacenterschools.org
•	 Call our office at 263.2131
•	 Visit the Citizens for La Center Schools website at www.4lcs.org
•	 Call Citizens for La Center Schools at 263.6336

Did you know?
If you are “1 in a mil-

lion” in China, there are 
1,300 other people just 

like you.

Did you know?
The US Department of 
Labor estimates today’s 

learner will have 10 to 14 
jobs by age of 38.

Did you know?
We are currently preparing students for jobs that don’t yet exist 

using technologies that haven’t yet been invented in order to solve 
problems we don’t even know are problems yet.

Did you know?
There are over 2.7 BILLION searches performed on google each 
month....to whom were these questions addressed before Google?

Did you know?
More than 3,000 new books are published daily.

Did you know?
There are about 540,000 words in the English language. That is 

about 5 times as many as during Shakespeare’s time.

.....IN THE NEWS CONTINUED
•	 Hollywood would have us believe that kids who participate in athletics are often “academically challenged”, but that is not the 

case in La Center.  The following is a list of high school level (varsity and junior varsity) fall athletes and their TEAM grade point 
averages:

		  Girls Varsity Soccer		  3.4
		  Girls JV Soccer			   3.2
		  Cheerleaders			   3.1
		  Boys Varsity Golf		  3.0
		  Girls Varsity Cross Country	 3.2
		

		  Girls JV Cross Country		  3.3
		  Boys Varsity Cross Contry		 3.4
		  Boys JV Cross Country		  3.1
		  Varsity Volleyball			  3.2
		  JV Volleyball			   3.4
	These students are proving the belief held in our district that an investment by students in school activities outside the classroom 

pays big dividends in the classroom as well.  We see it displayed here with sports, but we know other activities (drama, band, 
knowledge bowl, science club, etc.) reap the same benefits.


