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LA CENTER SCHOOL DISTRCT #101 
Phone (360) 263-2134 Fax (360) 263-2133 

 
HIGHLY CAPABLE SERVICES 

ELEMENTARY TEACHER CHECKLIST OF CREATIVE AND COGNITIVE CHARACTERISTICS 
 
Student Name   Grade   Date   

Student District ID #   Teacher   School     

The following characteristics are typical of gifted students. Few students demonstrate all the qualities on a consistent basis. PLEASE: 
 Carefully consider this child in light of this list. 
 Feel free to draw a line through any characteristic that you have never observed in this child. 
 Write comments/examples when you can. 

Read the list of descriptions in each category and then circle the appropriate number. 

ADVANCED LANGUAGE (The child unassumingly and appropriately displays an advanced vocabulary and an ability to use more complex 
language effectively in a variety of situations.) Some possible behaviors may include:  

• Unassumingly uses multi-syllable words 
• Uses similes, metaphors, or analogies 
• Modifies language for less mature children 
• Uses language to teach other children 
• Uses verbal skills to handle conflicts or to influence behavior of others 
• Expresses similarities and differences between unrelated objects 
• Uses time concepts 

 Often Usually Frequently Occasionally Rarely

Circle the appropriate number: 5 4 3 2 1 

Comments/Examples   

  

  

ANALYTICAL THINKING (The child demonstrates an ability to discern components of a whole. The student may not be “organized,” yet 
enjoys organizing and planning events and procedures.) Some possible behaviors may include: 

• Analyzes classroom tasks 
• Is unusually attentive to details in environment 
• Sees cause and effect relationships 
• Takes apart and reassembles things and/or ideas with unusual skill 
• Expresses relationships between past/present experiences 
• Makes up or expands songs, stories, and riddles about learning experiences 
• Organizes collections of things 

 Often Usually Frequently Occasionally Rarely

Circle the appropriate number: 5 4 3 2 1 

Comments/Examples   

  

  

MEANING MOTIVATED (The child shows curiosity and an inner drive for thorough, independent understanding.) Some possible behaviors 
may include: 

• Keeps at an issue until it makes sense 
• Asks penetrating questions 
• Is curious; asks how, why, and what if 
• Displays unexpected depth of knowledge in one or more areas 
• Asks questions about words (in print or oral language) 
• Remembers 
• Has accelerated task commitment and energy when learning 
• Wants to do things on own; independent 

 Often Usually Frequently Occasionally Rarely

Circle the appropriate number: 5 4 3 2 1 

Comments/Examples   

  

  .      Please continue on reverse side.  
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PERSPECTIVE (The child displays an ability to understand and incorporate unexpected or unusual points of view through oral language, 
writing, manipulatives, and/or art.) Some possible behaviors may include: 

• Sees another’s point of view 
• Unexpectedly demonstrates dimension, angle, or perspective in art 
• Creates interesting shapes or patterns 
• Spontaneously applies left and right 

 Often Usually Frequently Occasionally Rarely

Circle the appropriate number: 5 4 3 2 1 

Comments/Examples   

  

  

SENSE OF HUMOR (The child demonstrates understanding of higher levels of humor and application of a finely developed sense of humor.) 
Some possible behaviors may include: 

• Says or does something indicating a finely developed sense of humor 
• Catches an adult’s subtle humor 
• Uses figurative language for humorous effect 
• Understands and uses puns and riddles 
• “Plays” with language 

 Often Usually Frequently Occasionally Rarely

Circle the appropriate number: 5 4 3 2 1 

Comments/Examples   

  

  

SENSITIVITY (The child is intensely sensitive to the needs and motivations of others.) Some possible behaviors may include: 
• Spontaneously takes action to help someone in need 
• Shows non-verbal awareness of other’s needs 
• Uses empathic statements 
• Has a strong sense of justice 
• Has high expectations of self and others 

 Often Usually Frequently Occasionally Rarely

Circle the appropriate number: 5 4 3 2 1 

Comments/Examples   

  

  

ACCELERATED LEARNING (The child demonstrates mastery and an ability to learn and understand material and concepts beyond the facts 
and knowledge typical and expected for that age group.) Some possible behaviors may include: 

• Rapidly accelerates learning after onset 
• Categorizes by more than one attribute 
• Has unusual ability to comprehend symbols (musical, numeral, alphabet, maps) 
• Reads consecutive passages at an advanced reading level and explains meaning of what is read 
• Has unexpected mastery of numbers 
• Has unexpected understanding of addition, subtraction, multiplication, or division 
• Makes change; understands relationship of coin denominations 

 Often Usually Frequently Occasionally Rarely

Circle the appropriate number: 5 4 3 2 1 

Comments/Examples   

  

  

 

 
TOTAL SCORE: _______ 
 

ADAPTED FROM THE KINGORE  
OBSERVATION INVENTORY 

 
Grateful acknowledgement to the Camas School District for permission to use and adapt some procedures and formats. 


